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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SCURCE Zemedelske Noviny.

DECREE OF HAY CUTTIRG;
AND PURCEASING IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA

[Tn its gession of 13 May, the Czechoslovak govermment adopted
the following measures to provide and expand sources of fodder.
The resolution emphasizes self-sufficiency in fodder for JzD (Uni-

fied Agricultural Cooperatives), state farms, and small and middle !
farmers., /

Past experience » Soviet ag well ag Czechoslovak, has indicated that quality i
livestock can be raised in spite of reduced consumption of grain feeds, provided
enough bulky ang succulent fodder is available.

Even though the 1951 bay harvest wag generally successful, shortcomings
vere observed which showed that meny workers in state Parms » SIS (Machiue-Tractor
- Statious), and JZD, as well as other farmers, did not ‘understand the importance
of cutting hay at the proper time, rapidly and without waste. Little attention
was devotzd to the preparation of the hay-cutting plan and to its execution
within proper agronomic time limits. Not all machinery was fully utilized, and
harvest work and purchasing often were not systematically checked and directeqd,
Exceasive supplies of fodder were left in the hands of the village rich.

A.  Preventing Waste 1n Hay Cutting

Since the quality of hay is determiped primarily by the time of cutting and
method of drying, the Ministry of Agriculture, the national committees, the
ckalrmen of J4D, the directors of state farms, and the directors of STS shall
adhere to the following basic agronomic rules for cutting hay:

1. Provide for the cutting of alfalfa-grass mixtures ; clover-grass mix-
Mo tures, and fields of pure clover or alfalfa at the time when the clover and al-
o falf'a are beginning to bloom. In the cage of meadows and pastures, this is to
be done when the predominant type of grass is beginning to bloom. The cutting
is to be done within the shortest possible time, so that it will be completed by
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20 June in the low-lying areas s and by the beginning of the harvest season in
the higher areas » particularly in the border regions. At least two cuttings
shall be made from all meadows and pastures; the first cutting shall be k-5
centimeters and the second cutting 5-7 centimeters above the ground.

2. Provide drying frames for drying clover-grass and alfalfa-grass mix
; tures, as well as pure clover and alfalfa. Thege frames shall be used to a
o greater extent than heretofore.

3. See that properly dried hay 1s taken off the Pields quickly and stored
in well-ventilated places, protected against the weather.

4. Devote special care to the cutting of hay in areas infested with stron-

gyle. The fodder from these fields should be thoroughly dried to destroy the ;
larvae of this parasite.

5. Expand the esteblistment of green zones, and use all opportunities to
sow intermediate fodder ¢rops, 80 that at least 60 percent of ali fodder pro-

{
!
duced on arable land will be dried, and thus provide a sufficient quantity of t
high-quality hay for the winter. ;

6. Imnediately after the harvest » see that the areas planted to clover
. and to alfalfa-grass mixtures, as well as areas Planted to clover and alfazlfa
alone, are harrowed and Tertilized, primarily by 1iquid manure.

7. Acquaint, by suitable i:uu'blicity in the dalily press, village uewspapers,
and other propaganda media, all agricnltural vorkers with agronomic rules and
the importance of adhering to them.

B. Pull Utilization or Machinery

1. The Ministry of Agriculture > the mational committees ; the chairmen of : ‘
J2D, the dirsztors of state farms, and %he directors of ST3 shall:

@. Complete the repair of all tractors and nachines needed for cutting
bay, by 25 May 1952,

b. Examine and complete the hay-cutting plan for STS according to in-
dividual sectors, individual ceunters, and individual machines , and establish ) .
daily nworms, by 25 May 19552, ]

¢. Form preparedness brigades in the frountier reglons for cutting hay.
An independent plan will be vorked out for them, which shall outlige the work

} of preparedness brigades, the amount of land to be mowed, and the period in which ‘
R the harvest is to be completed.

d. Make sure that the STS organize enough groups of mowers particu- !
larly for harvesting fodders on arable land. They shall also work in two shifts.

2. Kra} and okres national comititees shall:

Lo a. Complete an iaspection of all hay-cutting machinery in STS, state
ot farms, and JZD, by 25 May 1952.

) b. Check by 25 May 1952 the agreements of harvesting and hay cutting

which the STS have concluded with J2D and state farms. They shall check daily

T on the utilization of hay-cutting machinery, and 1f it appears that the hay ‘
o harvest may be delayed unduly, they shall transfer the necessary machinery.

Transfers of machinery between krajs shall be implemented by the Uinistry of

.A:griculture, and this ninistry will arrange for proper reimbursement from its
own budget.
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€. Provide for the ful) utilization ofall machinery owned by the vil- i

lage rich to aid JZD and state farms, as well as small and middle farmers, ac- !
cording to law.

C. Hay Cutting in Socialist Sector

When the hay-cutting plan is being prepared,
of hay cutting, more small and middle farmers must
cutting, so that they will be ehown dramatically t
cooperative produetion, and will thus become convi

a5 vwell as during the course
be recruited for communal hay
he advantages of large-scale
aced cooperative members.

1. Therefore, the Ministry of Agriculture, the national committees, and
the chairmen of the JZD shall take the following measures:

a. In compliance with the anmual production plan, immedintely com-
DPlete the time schedules for hay cutting withig agronomic time limits. 1In
these time plans, specific tasks must be allotted to individual working groups

or squads. Local machinery and draft bower and the aid of ths STS must be
utilized fully.

b. Work out a plan for the utilization of machinery and draft pover
; . so that the harvest cam be completed by local manpower and machinery in areas
. which can be mowed only by hand or by the use of horse-drawa mowers. They shall
L reserve for the STS only those areas where tractors cen be fully utilized.

c. Exauine existing agreements and, if necessary, conclude supple-

mentary agreements betweeu STS and JZD which are unable to complete the harvest

with their owm machinery within agronom’c time limits.

d. In connection with the current competition among JZD, orgauize

competitions for timely and quality hay cutting with individual JZD and emong
STS brigades. .

e, See that JzZp members, during the eritical period of the harvest,
devote all their efforts to secure a timely harvest of high-quality hay without
regard for the length of their working day, and that they organize their work
80 that the hauling ena unloading of hay can continue during night shifts.

f. See that those JZD which arve preparing to transfer to Joint manage-

ment, not only harvest the hay Jointly but also take all measures for its Jjoint
storage. .

2. The Ministry of Agricwl.ture, officials of the kraj administrations, di-
rectors of state farms, and managers of component farms shall take the follow-
ing meesures in cooperation with the rational committees and employee groups:

a. By 20 May 1952, examine the time Pplans for the hay harvest on in-
dividual component farms, the boundaries of the areas to be cut, and the re.
quirements for machinery and marpower.

b. Assure that the completed plans shall be discussed with all em-
prloyees and with the individual vorking groups and squads, and that all workers
are carefully acquainted with their tasks and output norms.

c. Provide for the proper allocation of all machinery in individual ‘
krajs according to the tasks assigned tc iadividual state farms. If nécessary
they ghall conclude agreements with the STS so that the cutting will be cam-
pleted within agronomic time limits.
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d. Provide that, on the basis of the Plan as workeq out, state farms
shall enlist the aid of sponsor factories with the cooperation of the national
comittiees, They shall conclude agreements with the spongor factories, eg-

tablishing the amount of land which W1ill be harvesteq » and the period within
which the harvest 15 to be completed.

D.  Joint Barvest Work on 2D of Type 1 and in Obeces Without gzp

Since, when it ig Jointly organized and well dore, hay cutting i5 g good
mes"s of demons‘rating to small and middle farmers the advantages of joint work,
and of Persuading members of Type-I JZD to transfer to joint tillage, the Mip-

istry of Agriculture ang the national committees, in ¢ooperation with all com-
Ponents of the National Front, shall:

1. In all obeces with Type-I JZD, and in all cbeces without Jzp » orgenize
social and cultural meetings with the farmers at which measures for joint hay
cutting w111 pe discussed.

2. At thege meetings, discuss ang establish a plan for Joint hay harvest-

ig- ing based on full utilization of a3y machinery and draft power, and on the mg-
L bilization of all manpower in the obec, go that the hay cutting may be done ac-
’ cording to agronomic principles.

3. Devote more attention to hay cutting by the village rich, and see that é
all hay in excess of the requirements for the plaunned nmumbey of livestock kept
by them, ig gold under the crop-purchage brogran:; and that every attempt to dis- i
Tupt the careful ang timely completion of hay cutting ig Punished severly, |

E. - Hay Harvest of Grass Fielgs

To atilize fully a1l 8rass fields and other areas to provide . .urces of
fodder, the govermment orders that:

l. The Minlstry of Transportution and the Ministry of the Construction In-
dustry shell be responsible for har\'estj.‘gg grass on all highway clearings, rail-
road right of vay, and similar areag vhith are éften not fully utilized. The
Ministry or National Defense, the Minig &, of National Security, and the Kinig-
try of Forests and the Wood Industry shal¥Y take all necessary measures, in co-
operation with the broper kraj and okres national committeeg s to provide for the
bay harvest in all areas under their administration, so that uot one hectare of
land will remain unharvested. After the conclusion or hay cuttinz, the minis-
tries will report to the government on the extent to which these tesks were ful-

a

F 2. The uational cammittees shall harvest grass 1in orchards ang other un-
i used areas, and shall 80% all unused land to legume -grain mixtures to provide
supplementary sourceg of fodder.

F. CrOE Purchase of Hay

The Ministry of Internal Trade, the national comnittees, the diredtors of

the kraj crop-purchage enterprises, and the directors of the crop-purchase ware-
houses shall: '

1. Purchase hay directly rrom the ueadows and fields and see that the de-
Llivery quotas are met with first~cutt1n(; hay of high-quality. Deadlines in the
krajs and okreses are to be established so that hay purchasing wiil be completed
by the begloning of the grain harvest season.
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- Obeces and erop-purchase warehouses.
operaticn with the local national comrittees so that the obeces will fulfill
their quotas ag a unit, and no agreement will remain unfulfilled.
tention should bve pald to see that

Deliveries iu excess of thesze quotas are to be peid for at premium prices.
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Purchagse hay on the basis of a brecige plan, broker down to individual

Hay deliveries should be orgenized in co-

Special at-
the village rich fulfill their delivery

Accept only good-quality hay for the fulfillment; of delivery quotas.

Provide suftable warehouses for storing purchaged hay, and store the
does not deteriorate inm quality. In cooperation

national committees, take Proper security measures for the protection

The Ministry of Interual Trade,

in cooperation with the Ministry of
shall {ssue crop

~purchase and quality norms by 20 Mey 1952, and

During the period of nay purchase the Ministry of Agriculture and the
of Internal Trade shall provide the principel public consumers ; onea

basis, with sufficient supplies for the el;;ire year 1952 - 1953,

-END- :
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